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MBBA Statement: Justice for Ahmaud Arbery

While the tides of justice ebb and flow, we must maintain the momentum in favor of genuine
justice. After last week’s ebb—the travesty acquittal of someone who killed people for exercising
their First Amendment rights—today is a day of flow. All three defendants in the unjustified killing
of Ahmaud Arbery have been convicted of murder. This verdict is a singular example of how we
must hold people accountable for their actions and a lesson that we cannot abide taking the law

into our own hands.

More and more, Black Americans are being killed and their murders justified or explained away
by self-defense or standing your ground. As lawyers, we must not allow the letter of the law to be
conflated and the intent of the law to be distorted as a license to kill Black Americans or other
targeted peoples. As lawmakers, we must investigate the nuances of the letter of our laws and
eradicate laws that continually give others the license to kill. As citizens, we must be brave and
consistent in letting our votes speak—admonishing laws and lawmakers that uphold this practice

of permitting others to have a license to kill. We must continue to swell; we must continue to flow.

Today is a day where our voices are being heard and tears have been seen. Tears of pain are
replaced with tears of joy. However, our tears will not blind us to the work that still needs to be
done. We will not allow more ebb to upend our progress. As our tears flow, our fight must change

this flow to a wave—a tsunami—for justice and the lives of Black Americans.
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